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teenth of March, and the soldiers conducted deponent to Don Pedro
Vique's house, to whom he delivered the despatches he carried
addressed to him. From there deponent went to the house of the
governor of Cartagena, Pedro Fernandez de Busto, and delivered
to him all the other despatches he had, both those addressed to him
and also those for Peru and Santa Marta and for Honduras, that he
might have them in charge, for the governor asked for them all,
saying that he would take care of those which were to be forwarded.
Deponent asked the governor for a man or an Indian to take to
Santa Marta the despatch for that place, because it was two days
journey, for which deponent would pay. The governor told him to
leave it to him, that he would forward the despatches. Deponent
then distributed some of the mail he had for private persons, as set
do\vn in his register.
\Vhile he was at dinner, in the house of the treasurer for Carta-
gena, at about mid-day, a great noise arose, a call to arms and outcry
that the corsair was entering the harbour. Deponent went to the
waterfront and in his boat conveyed soldiers to the fort, which is in
the harbour at the entrance to the inner haven. He then went to
look after his ship, \vhich had come in by Boca Grande. When he
reached it he took it into an inlet within the lagoon, through some
shoals, and hid it in an arm of the sea among thick mangroves, and
cut the masts that they might not be seen, and there deponent
remained two days.
From there he saw how (p. 5) Francis Drake's fleet entered the
port of Cartagena. It consisted of some 21 large ships and other small
craft. That night he landed men on Hicacos Point and took and
sacked Cartagena. The following dawn found the city occupied and
despoiled, deponent understood from persons who passed by, one
after another. During the morning deponent sent a man from his
ship into Cartagena to see what was happening and to carry a letter
to the high sheriff. This man returned the same day and stated that
Cartagena was in the possession of the English and that its inhabi-
tants were scattered in the country.
At the end of two days deponent left his ship where it was and
went to Cartagena and to its environs where the inhabitants were
encamped. The enemy was in possession of the place and fortified
there with trenches and ditches and artillery, and he learned and
heard it publicly said that the enemy had taken Cartagena without
a fight and without any defence whatever having been made. He
also heard it publicly stated that General Francis Drake said that
he was going to write to His Majesty about the lack of preparedness